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A Regular Meeting of the Nordonia Hills Board of Education was held on February 21, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. at 
Northfield Elementary in the cafeteria, 9374 Olde Eight Road, Northfield, Ohio.  The President, Mr. Carl Ebner, 
called the meeting to order with the following members present: 
 
   Mr. Carl Ebner 
   Mr. Douglas Masteller 
   Mr. Gregory Harris 
   Mrs. Kim Sethna 
 
Mrs. Betty Klingenberg was absent. 
 
MINUTES 
08-02-21-130 
 
It was moved by Mr. Masteller and seconded by Mrs. Sethna to approve the Minutes of the 
Organizational/Regular Meeting of January 14, 2008 and the Special Meeting of January 14, 2008. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Ebner, Mr. Masteller, Mrs. Sethna 
Abstain:  Mr. Harris 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
 
 A slide-show presentation of the students and facilities for the passage of Issue 3 was done by Dennis 

Pylypiak and Rob Eckenrode. 
 Superintendent Blankenship reported on the proposal from the Scheduling Committee on the change in bell 

times taking place in our buildings this coming year.  A copy of the proposed bell times is included as part of 
this minute record.  (Page 7) 
 

No Board action taken. 
 
DONATIONS 
08-02-21-131 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sethna and seconded by Mr. Harris to accept the following donations: 
 
 Avery Dennison donated Adhesive Dry Erase Film to Lee Eaton which is valued at $10,000. 

 
 Terry Molnar donated “Power Link” to the Rushwood Special Needs Students that has an estimated value of 

$200. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Ebner, Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
 Sue Wolfe: 

 
1.  Scheduling Committee’s research on age groups. 
2.  Transportation of CVCC students because they get back to the District at 3:00 p.m.. 
3.  Eligibility of some students in the District in regards to residency. 
 

 Mary Kotnick: 
 

1. Scheduling concerns because studies show that teenage students do better with later starting times. 
2. Elementary students can’t have seasonal parties, celebrate birthdays and can’t have spring pictures in 

order to provide more class time. 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NORDONIA HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON 
FEBRUARY 21, 2008 
 
 

 

 

 

2 

3. Going against the studies and bringing students in earlier when they won’t be able to pay attention in 
the upper grades. 

4. Earlier starting times seems to be better for athletics and not best for the other students.  
5. One possibility would be to eat lunch in a study hall or AP classes instead of earlier starting times. 
6. Early start times cut into evening activities because students need to go to bed earlier. 
 

 Pam Letterle:   
 
1.  Likes the earlier start time for Lee Eaton because her children are in band and she has been driving 

them to school for four years.   
2. Will the high school athletic starting times be earlier because of the early starting times? 

 
No Board action taken. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

 Legislative Liaison:  Carl Ebner and Wayne Blankenship attended a meeting regarding a constitutional 
amendment that will provide adequate funding for schools at the state level.  The required number of 
registered voters is needed first in order to put this amendment on the ballot.  It is not known how this 
amendment will affect our District. 
 

 Finance Committee:  Doug Masteller said the committee did not meet this past month, but are anxiously 
waiting for the completion of the District audit which should be done by the end of March. 
 

 Technology and Information Systems:  Doug Masteller reported that the committee did not meet this 
month and will definitely schedule a meet in the next few weeks to discuss the upcoming Technology 
Contract that will be reviewed by the Board in the near future. 
 

- Curriculum Liaisons: Doug Masteller and Kim Sethna met with Irene Beville, Curriculum Director, 
before tonight’s meeting regarding curriculum matters.  

- An article appeared in the newspaper about two months ago about the release of preliminary value-
added information about our District.  Nordonia was measured as a high achieving district.  If you are 
interested, you can go to the O.D.E. website for the fantastic information. 

- Kim Sethna commented that she was very impressed with Irene Beville’s staff development for this 
school year and thanked her for the opportunities she has provided for the teachers. 
 

 Athletic Advisory Committee:  Greg Harris commented on the much needed support by the voters for 
Issue 3 on March 4

th
. 

 

 OSBA Student Achievement Liaison:  No report 
 

 Facilities Liaison:  No report 
 

 Policies and Procedures: No report 
 

 Public Relations Liaison:  No report 
 

 Cuyahoga Valley Career Center:  No report 
 

 Athletic Advisory Committee:  No report 
 

 Tax Incentive Review Board:  No report 
 
 Carl Ebner clarified to the public that we are not at the level to give specifics as to how the money is going to 

be spent for outside facilities.  The first step is to obtain the funding and then that information can be 
generated. 
 

No Board action taken. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
PERSONNEL ITEMS 
08-02-21-132 
 
It was moved by Mr. Harris and seconded by Mr. Masteller to approve the following personnel items: 
 
CERTIFIED 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RESIGNATION 
 
John Schwartzhoff, Assistant Superintendent, effective 7/31/08  
 
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER 
 
Based on the recommendation of Summit County Board of Education, the Board approved that following 
persons have been employed as substitute teachers, on an as-needed basis for the 2007-08 school year only: 
 
Erika Bukky  
Chris Behm  
Anne Lane 
Johanna Helin – Speas 
Ray Rateno 
 
The following person is to be employed as a substitute Speech Language Pathologist and to be compensated at 
.0007 of the base salary on an as-needed basis for the 2007-08 school year only: 
 
 Kristin Pultz SLP 
 
DEVELOPING WORKSHOP FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 
 
The Board approved that Deb Gennarelli be reimbursed for her work on developing an Everyday math 
differentiated instruction workshop for staff not to exceed 15 hours. 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Rachel Maly MS, Family Medical Leave of Absence 1/7/08 through 2/29/08 
 
Natalie Whitby-Sanford RW, Family Medical Leave of Absence 1/3/08 through 6/09 
 
Katie Matuska LE, Family Medical Leave of Absence 1/22/08 through 6/4/08 
 
LONG TERM SUBSTITUTES 
 
The Board approved that the following substitute teachers are to be employed in long-term teaching positions 
for the 2007-08 school year, to be placed on the salary schedule at BS & 0 and receive full benefits: 
 
Erika Bukky RW effective 1/15/08 through 6/4/08 
 
Amy Barwidi LE effective  1/22/08 through 6/4/08 
 
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 
 
The Board approved that the following mentor be paid a total stipend of $508.80 (1.5% of BA base salary) for 
mentoring our Entry Year Teachers during the 2007-08 school year: 
 
Angie Stone – Mentor   (Diana Royski E.Y.T.) 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NORDONIA HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON 
FEBRUARY 21, 2008 
 
 

 

 

 

4 

 
SALARY ADJUSTMENT 
 
Matthew Beery  From: MA + 15 & 3 $44,775 
   To: MA + 30 & 3 $46,131 
 
Anne Berardinelli From: BA  + 15 & 7 $47,827 
   To: MA & 7  $52,576 
 
Anthony Buckler From: BA & 3  $39,007 
   To: BA + 15 & 3 $40,366 
 
David Carter  From: MA + 15 & 2 $42,400 
   To: MA + 30 & 2 $43,586 
 
Jaime Hoon  From:  BA + 30 & 4 $44,096 
   To: MA & 4  $45,962 
 
Ranzy Lardell  From: BA & 8  $47,487 
   To: BA + 15 & 8 $49,693 
 
Cynthia Maher  From:  BA + 30 & 7 $50,202 
   To: MA & 7  $52,576 
 
Janet Mankamyer From: BA + 30 & 7 $50,202 
   To: MA & 7  $52,576 
 
Michele Natali  From: BA & 2  $37,313 
   To: BA + 15 & 2 $38,499 
 
Andrea Pylypiak From: BA + 30 & 11 $58,342 
   To: MA & 11 $61,394 
 
Diane Velo  From: BA + 15 & 16 $60,038 
   To: BA + 30 & 16 $63,430 
 
SUPPLEMENTALS 
 
HS Head Boys Tennis Coach  Ryan Vehar  10.75%  $3646.40 
HS Asst. Boys Tennis Coach  Cory Hatfield  8%  $2713.60 
 

HS Winter Track Coach   Ron Gura  4.75%  $1611.20 
HS Spring Head Track Coach  Ron Gura  15.5%  $5257.60 
HS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Ranzy Lardell  11.75%  $3985.60 
HS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Erin Tong  11.75%  $3985.60 
HS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Al Huge   11%  $3731.20 
HS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Nicole Occhionero 11%  $3731.20 
HS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Jason Chuhay  11%  $3731.20 
HS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Jessica Skubic  11%  $3731.20 
 

MS Spring Head Track Coach  George Edgar  10.75%  $3646.40 
MS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Tim McKee  9.5%  $3222.40 
MS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Rob Merhar  8.75%  $2968.00 
MS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Shauna Pfeifer  8%  $2713.60 
MS Spring Asst. Track Coach  Frank Pilato  8%  $2713.60 
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HS Asst. Baseball Coach, V  Jerry Long  12%  $4070.40 
HS Asst. Baseball Coach, JV  Jordan Tufts  11%  $3731.20 
HS Asst. Baseball Coach, JV  James Kavourias 9%  $3052.80 
HS Asst. Baseball Coach, Fr  TBA     $ 
 

HS Spring Weightlifting   Dave Smith  4%  $1356.80 
 

HS Softball Coach   Jack Gore  14%  $4748.80 
HS Asst. Softball Asst.Coach  Amie Cormell  12.75%  $4324.80 
HS Asst. Softball Coach , JV  Jennifer Lindsey 11%  $3731.20 
HS Asst. Softball Asst.Coach, JV Tish Eisenhuth  9%  $3052.80 
HS Freshman Softball Coach  TBA 
 
CLASSIFIED: 
 
NEW ASSIGNMENT 
 
Dennis Gladin LE (R), 4-Hour Special Education Attendant, Classification II, Pay Grace V, 
Step 0, effective 2/1/08 
 
ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENT 
 
Deb Mohan BG, On-Board Instructor, Classification IV, Pay Grade I, Step III, effective 2/5/08 
 
TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT 
 
Barbara Fossa HS, 6-Hour Special Education Attendant, Classification II, Pay Grade V, Step 0, 
effective 2/4/08 
 
Rhonda Abbott HS, 4-Hour Special Education Attendant, Classification II, Pay Grade V, Step 0, 
effective 2/4/08 
 
RESIGNATION 
 
Lori Pappadakis LE, 4-Hour Special Education Attendant, effective  1/22/08 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Gail Yannarella HS, Family Medical Leave of Absence effective 12/11/07 through 2/14/08 
 
Stephanie Thomas BG, Family Medical Leave of Absence effective 1/3/08 through 2/14/08 
 
SUBSTITUTE 
 
Lori Pappadakis  Educational Assistant 
Stacy Trutza  Educational Assistant 
Tammi Jo Haynes Bus Driver 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Ebner, Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
08-02-21-133 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sethna and seconded by Mr. Masteller to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 P.M. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Ebner, Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________________ 
         President 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________________ 
         Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer’s Note:  The meeting was audio taped and video taped. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


